Bring Hope Around the World

gAare({ We know your church wants to make a difference this
Christmas! Together, your congregation can give a gift
HOPEflll where it's most needed, shining as a witness to the
Gifts real-life Good News of Jesus for the hope and healing
of the world.

Train a Pastor

When pastors are well-equipped, the entire church and community
flourish. For example, the Kachin state located in Myanmar is an area
that has seen long term conflicts between military and armed groups.
Many who live there are refugees. Every year the region has faced the
challenge of flooding during the rainy season. For people living in the
region, pastors play an important role as churches represent belonging,
peace, and safety.

What can be done to help?
This project aims to strengthen
pastors worldwide. In Kenya,

it offers workshops on work-

life balance, discipleship, and
contextual Bible study. In South
Sudan, pastors receive month-
long seminars and theological
training. In Bolivia, the “Pastoring
of Pastors” movement provides
support for pastors, leaders, and
congregations through mutual
support meetings. Each country
tailors programs to meet the
specific needs of pastors and build
up the church.

BUILD THE

CHURCH
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A Hopeful Story

Living in Myanmar, Zhao is

a pastor and father of three;

his parents also live with him.
Despite being hardworking,

he earned a meager income.

His financial situation didn't allow
him to pursue further theological
education, and his family was
unable to support him in

his studies.

But there is hope. Now, with
scholarship support from
CBM'’s partner, Thailand Bethel
Theological Institute, Zhao is
currently a full-time student

pursuing a Bachelor of Theology. -

Zhao said, “It had been a burden for me. ... Knowing | was granted
support for my tuition fees, | feel a great relief and this has made my
life and studies easier and happier. ... | am very grateful to receive
this scholarship.”

As he finishes his final year of studies, he plans to return to his
community to serve at the orphanage center and local church.
Thanking the churches in Canada, Zhao says: | will work hard in
response to God's grace and your caring support. After | graduate, | hope
to be a blessing to others just like you. May God bless every one of you.”

Give a Gift of Hope
Your gift strengthens the church by supporting pastors with training and
other resources that benefit the entire church and community.

To share your gift of hope today, visit
cbmin.org/shg24-btc
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