Ministry Update from Malcolm & Patty CARD Mar&@910

Greetings to you.

Patty and | are in the last months of our sojoarAfrica. We are in the process of cleaning owsfijand
drawers) deciding what will go with us and whatlvgfay. So this ministry update comes both as a
summary of what we have been doing and also theubht are too good to throw away.

For instance:

The cover story for TIME magazine for Septembe®¥2lwas on AFRICA and it was written by Lance
Morrow. He begins the article with this remarkapagraph-“Africa has a genius for extremes, fer th
beginning and the end. It seems simultaneouslyexied to some memory of Eden and to some foretaste
of apocalypse. Nowhere is day more vivid or nighitkér. Nowhere are forests more luxuriant. Nowhere
is there a continent more miserable.”

We have returned from talks and visits to both @engo and Rwanda. “Some memory of Eden”
describes the remarkable scenery of Rwanda. ThieotiGoma which is rebuilding over the ashes and
rubble left by the last volcano eruption certairdyninds me of “some foretaste of the apocalypse”.

On this trip we travelled with Brian Malcolm, Marexgof the Sharing Way and Carmin McMillan,
Global Programs Manager - to plan with the CBCAr{@w the way forward for the Memorandum Of
Understanding that had been signed last year. Taiilks the Baptist Association of Rwanda prepared
some of the background for the renewing of theneaship agreement. Part of my ministry has been
preparation and planning with our partners overydrs, so the results are often not seen for rsamth
years to come.

This is an important time for the African contibenn the January 2010 issue of African Busineiss

an editorial - Aver Versi writes “something has paped to the African outlook. The best way | can
describe it is to say that Africa has decided ke tés own destiny in its own hands...The mood isilsim

to that before and during the fight for independenc..l believe the time is now ripe for Africa to
embark on its second fight for independence-thige teconomic independence...Africa’s attitude has
changed from one of uncertainty and lack of comftgeto one of determination.”

| believe that this is a true assessment of thegmtesituation, so planning ahead with our partigers
essential for a strong, healthy future.

The attitude would certainly describe the CBCAhe Congo and you can sense it emerging within our
Rwandan partner as well. This is a good time tmb&frica and to assist them in their “second fight.
this time time foreconomidndependence.”

| once read about Africa that “hope is a habit”u¥Ysee this attitude in the good times as well ashtdrd
times. When your little roadside stand is torn ddwy the government because it does not meet their
standards, you build again on the other side ofdhd. Your entire crop is destroyed - so you pégain.
‘Hope is a habit’ certainly describes the workttod Guardians of Hope (GOH)... hope for guardians of
traumatized children. Hope of a future for thelsibddcen. Hope for communities.

In Kakuku, north of Nairobi, amid hills where pimgde plantations surround, we had a chance to hear
from the local people what difference the projectriaking. We talked with Alex, a local civil oféig
and Agnes, the GOH leader who counsels the children

Agnes talked about the new hope arising sinc&ktiieiku GOH started in 2006. She said now that the
caregivers are trained in child care and protectyaning girls are guarded from early pregnancies an

early marriages have decreased. Children are happirome and attending school regularly because
guardians have improved their livelihoods with G@titro enterprise loans. Agnes directs the youth
drama team that is part of their AIDS awarenesspeégn.



Alex has a special concern for the boys who doaitehmuch to occupy themselves when they are out of
school and often go into the surrounding pineapfadetations to steal fruit. They get caught andté&e

or turned over to the police... some end up gettiigck Inspired by the gains already evidenced
through the Kakuku GOH, Alex has a vision to gutdese young boys towards healthy activities to
occupy themselves.

We also heard from the children - so proud to nendbing well in school. We heard their guardians,
who share their pride, celebrate their accomplisttmmand proclaim the rebirth of hope!

Brennan Manning wrote in The Ragamuffin Gospel “Tiegure Christians | have met along the way are
those who have failed and learned to live gracgfwith their failure. Faithfulness requires courage
risk everything on Jesus, the willingness to keepving, and the readiness to risk failure throughamur
lives.” Implicit in this statement is “hope as alfta We will miss the inspiration that we receigémost
daily as we work with the courageous people of Gothis great land. People who deal often with
failure, who live beyond their failures and diffitgircumstances because they have developed thie ha
of hope.

While we will return to Canada this spring we wil working with CBM until the end of the year. We
hope to be able to visit with many of you latettlie year. We ask for your continued financial suppo
and your prayers. Thank you for walking with us gmeying for us. Simone Weil wrote “Nothing is
more difficult than prayer. In all other tasks efigious life, however exacting, one can sometimngsss,
but there is no rest in prayer, up to the end efolife.”

May you know hope as a habit in your life this yaad in the future.

God bless you,
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