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 In celebration of Canada Day this ye
we did something very special.  W
packed our bags, loaded ourselves into 
the car, set out on the highway, and 
moved ourselves to La Paz.  
year in Cochabamba learning language 
and culture it has been a welcome 
change to finally be here.  We will 
certainly continue to learn more every 
day about our new home and new 
language, only now it will be done 
alongside our new Bolivian friends and 
colleagues.  Please pray for their 
patience as we continue to improve.

While our home is in La Paz, the bulk of 
our work will be done in the city of El 
Alto.  A twenty minute commute that 
climbs a mere 600 metres connects two 
very different cities.  At one time a 
suburb of La Paz, El Alto is now a 
sprawling city 
that any city faces with rapid growth.  
Many of its inhabitants are people who 
have moved here from rural areas in 
search of employment opportunities.  
This reality has made El Alto home to 
some of the poorest people in Bolivia, 
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In celebration of Canada Day this year 
we did something very special.  We 
packed our bags, loaded ourselves into 
the car, set out on the highway, and 
moved ourselves to La Paz.  After a 
year in Cochabamba learning language 
and culture it has been a welcome 
change to finally be here.  We will 
certainly continue to learn more every 
day about our new home and new 
language, only now it will be done 
alongside our new Bolivian friends and 

leagues.  Please pray for their 
patience as we continue to improve. 

While our home is in La Paz, the bulk of 
our work will be done in the city of El 
Alto.  A twenty minute commute that 
climbs a mere 600 metres connects two 
very different cities.  At one time a 
suburb of La Paz, El Alto is now a 
sprawling city with all the challenges 
that any city faces with rapid growth.  

of its inhabitants are people who 
have moved here from rural areas in 

of employment opportunities.  
This reality has made El Alto home to 
some of the poorest people in Bolivia,  
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and to some of the darkest of human 
endeavours.  Open prostitution, drug 
and alcohol addiction, physical and 
sexual abuse, drug trafficking, street 
children, and abandonment are all 
commonplace in this city of nearly a 
million people.  
But it doesn’t end there.
Through his church, Christ’s love is 
being shared through the many 
ministries that reach out every day to 
those who are in need; ministries 
seeking relief, justice, rehabilitation, 
and development and doing so, all in 
the name of Jesus Christ.  
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and alcohol addiction, physical and 
sexual abuse, drug trafficking, street 
children, and abandonment are all 
commonplace in this city of nearly a 
million people.   

end there.  God is here!  
Through his church, Christ’s love is 
being shared through the many 
ministries that reach out every day to 
those who are in need; ministries 
seeking relief, justice, rehabilitation, 
and development and doing so, all in 

Jesus Christ.   
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In January 2009 we had 
the great pleasure of 
meeting one of the 
beneficiaries of the 
Micro Enterprise 
Program in El Alto.  
Isabella and her 
daughter live and work 
in a one room home 
that is part of a 
compound in the city.  
Her business is making 
sweaters, scarves, and 
mittens for sale in the 
tourist areas of La Paz.  
Shortly after joining the 
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This month our family 
received a most 
welcome and wonderful 
blessing.  We often 
have the pleasure and 
blessing of hosting 
teams from Canada as 
they come to Bolivia to 
work alongside our 
partner, the Bolivian 
Baptist Union.  This 
month we received a 
very special team.  
Doug and Suzanne 
Perkins are members 
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program, Isabella was 
abandoned by her 
husband who left her 
with the loan and one 
less machine.  She 
managed to pay back 
the full amount and has 
continued to expand 
her business to improve 
her families well being.  
Lately she has 
experienced some 
health issues due to the 
cold that is the reality of 
the Altiplano in winter.  
For now she continues 

to praise God for his 
provision, for the 
assistance from the 
staff of the program, 
and for the generosity 
of Canadians who loved 
her enough to extend a 
hand when she needed 
help.  She also 
continues to dream of 
opening a small shop of 
her own one day, a 
dream that has every 
chance of becoming a 
reality due to her 
renewed sense of hope. 

and leaders at New Life 
Church in Duncan 
BC…our home church.  
It was a wonderful 
opportunity to connect 
with family and to hear 
about all that was 
happening back home.  
But it was more than 
that.  Doug and 
Suzanne’s special 
ability to form 
relationships helped us 
connect with other 
ministries here much 

sooner than expected.  
These connections have 
led to friendships that 
have made this transition 
to our new city so much 
easier.  
 
Thanks Doug & Suzanne 
 
Thanks New Life. 
 
Thanks God!   
 
 
 

 

 

If you are interested in becoming our 
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��� , please feel free 
to contact Eileen Moore-Crispin at 
Canadian Baptist Ministries. 
905.821.3533 

eileenm@cbmin.org 

 

Thank you for your generosity.  

For more immediate updates…  
www.unitedhere.blogspot.com 
dcguthrie@cbmin.org 
 
Canadian Baptist Ministries 
7185 Millcreek Drive 
Mississauga, ON 
L5N 5R4 
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���  we wish to send out our very heartfelt 
appreciation for your prayers and most generous support of our family 
here in Bolivia.  Simply put…�����������������
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